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1 . CONSOFF SPOKE PERSONALLY WITH LILES AFTERNOON 27 JULY. ENTIRE 
LILES FAMILY WHICH INCLUDES THREE CHILDREN ARE HEALTHY, REASONABLY 
HAPPY, AND NOW LIVING AT MENNONITE GUEST HOUSE IN ADDIS ABABA. NO 
RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT OF FAMILY WITH EXCEPTION THAT THEY CAN NOT 
LEAVE ETHIOPIA AND CAN NOT RETURN TO THE GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL 
COMPOUND WHERE THEY FORMERLY RESIDED SINCE COMPOUND TAKEN OVER BY 
WORKERS WHO HAVE BLUNTLY TOLD LILES NOT TO COME BACK. 

2. CONCERNING THE TAX PROBLEM, THE $500,000 MENTIONED REFTEL IS ONLY 
A RUMOR. THE GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL HAS EXISTED FOR 17 YEARS AND 
ENJOYED GENERAL TAX EXEMPTION UNDER OLD AGREEMENT BETWEEN FORMER 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT AND VARIOUS MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING 
IN ETHIOPIA. THE CURRENT ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT CLAIMS THAT THIS 
AGREEMENT WAS MISINTERPRETED AND THAT GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL IS 
SUBJECT TO TAXES. THE INLAND REVENUE SERVICE (TAX OFFICE) HAS TOLD 
LILES VERBALLY THAT THE SCHOOL IS LIABLE FOR RIVE YEARS OF TAXES WHIC 

H 

LILES ESTIMATES TO BE ABOUT 180,000 TO 300,000 ETHIOPIAN BIRR 
(DOLLARS). THE PROBLEM IS THAT NO ONE WILL PUT THE 
LIABILITY QUESTION AND/OR SUM OWED IN WRITING. THE MATTER IS 
NOW BEFORE THE MINISTER OF FINANCE WHO CLAIMS TO BE TOO BUSY AT 
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PRESENT TO MAKE A DECISION. LILES HOPING THE MINISTER WILL DECIDE 
THAT NO TAXES OWNED ALTHOUGH THIS MAY BE A RATHER OPTIMISTIC HOPE. 

IF THE MINISTER DECIDES THAT TAXES ARE OWED, AN ASSESSMENT WILL 
BE DONE AND LILES WILL THEN HAVE TO CONTACT THE SIX MISSIONARY 
ORGANIZATIONS COMPRISING THE BOARD OF THE SCHOOL AND HAVE THEM 
COME UP WITH THE MONEY. 
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3. LILES BELIEVES THAT HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN MAY BE ABLE TO 
LEAVE ETHIOPIA BUT DO NOT WANT TO GO AT PRESENT. IF THE 
SITUATION DETERIORATES, IN A SECURITY SENSE, THEN LILES WILL 
ATTEMPT TO GET HIS FAMILY OUT. LILES PROMISED TO CONTACT THE 
CONSOFF ONCE A WEEK. 

4. PLEASE INFORM CONGRESSMAN JOHN RHODES OF THE FOREGOING. ALSO 
CAN ADVISE THE CONGRESSMAN THAT LILES SPOKE WITH A PASTOR COOK 
IN MESA, ARIZONA, BY TELEPHONE ON 25 JULY. 

TIENKEN 
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